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Aue and Herod conlulted together in this abominable Work, and 
were made Friends; although before, they were at enmity, as 

7 in the ſame chapter you may read, 
how Pilate called together the high Prieſts, the Rulers, and the People, 
ned together, and falſly and vehemently accuſed the Innocent; 
oſe Perſecutors were come (marke how Pilates words run) 
ht this man unto me, as one that perverteth the people : Behold (ſaith 
he) I have examined him before you, and I find no fault in him: Notwithſtand- 


ing their many Accuſations, as you may read of in that Chaper; no, nor 


for Pilate Sent him to Herod to be examined, and they 
ound no cauſe for what they did, as Pilate himſelf confeſſeth no leſs then 
three times before them all, as you my ſee in verſ. 22. and yer for all this, 
thoſe wicked Perſecutors enmity was ſo great againſt the Truth, and their 
love to Chriſt Jeſus ſo ſmall, that they joyned together with 7«d their 
Informer and crucified the Holy One. Oh conſider this you wicked Perſe- 
cutors, who have ſet your hands to the Devil's work did he not enter into 
7d before he Informed againſt Chriſt? O conſider whoſe work you are 
a doing! and fee whether the Scriptures do not teſtifie unto the ſame ever 
ſince Cos and Abel? Oh be adviſed, and do not flay Gods Witneſs in your 
' heacts, as Pilate and Herod, and the reſt of that wicked Crew did : for 
you may ſee there was ſomething in P:/are and Herod which let them ſee 
there was no fault in Jeſus; they had a Witneſs for him in their hearts, 
which if they had loved and obeyed, they would not have ſlain the Lord 
of Life: But they did then, as you do now, rebelled againK it, and counted 
it of no value, and choſe rather to pleaſe wicked men, who did then, as 
you are gow doing; they brought their Law to cover their wickedneſs; 
and ſaid, By their Law he ought to dye ; and ſo they violated the rightous Law 
of God, which is Light, which manifeſted in their hearts there was no 
fault in him. Oh! conlider this, you envious Perſecutors, and turn to 
the Light of Chriſt Jeſus, which ſhineth in your dark hearts, and read your 
ſtates their; and ceaſe your evill doing before it be to late, leſt the godd of 
this World blind your eyes, and harden your hearts, and bring you to 
deſtruction, as he did das who was Reliſter of the Light; I ſhall ap- 
peal to the Witneſs for God in your hearts, and come let us be tryed by it: 
Have you not done as bad as thoſe before mentioned, yea rather worſe ; 
for you have reproachfully ſlandered, and faſlly accuſed us behind our back, 
and cauſed many. of us to Suffer the loſs of our goods, without Examina- 
tion or Accuſation to our Faces; in this you out- ſtrip the cruelty of thoſe 
before-named, and the Heathen alſo, tor they permitted Paul to be exa- 
mined, and alſo to ſpeak for himſelf, as you may ſee in the Scripture, 
which you call your Rule, and yet do err, not knowing the Scriprures 
nor the Power of God; for if you did, you would not wrong and perſecute 
your innocent Neighbours, who do you no harm, but delire the everlaſt- 
ing good of all, even of our greateſt Enemies, Oh, do you do by vs as 
cou would have us do by you ! would you have us perſecute and tear away 
your Goods, becauſe you go to your worſhip ? or becauſe you will not come 


1 yet Herod neither; 


and be tryed by your own rule! And read from the beginning to the end, 
and ſee whether the Per ſecutors were not the falſeWorſhippers in all Gene- 
rations, and the true Ones the Sufferers; and were not they as high in their 
wiſdom and Learning as you are, who Crucified Chriſt, and ſet your O- 
riginal over his head of Greek , Hebrew, and Latine? and they counted bim of 
too low a degree for them to receive, and they mocked, and ſcoffed, and 
derided him, and thereby manifeſted their enmity againſt him, and his 
Followers then, as you do yours now againſt us. | 
Come down you High- minded Perſecuotrs,and bow before the Lord, and 
turn to his witneſs in your hearts which reproveth you in ſeeret, and teſti- 
fieth for us; and it hath made many of you to confeſs to our innocency and 
harmle ſneſs, notwithſtanding the many falſe aſperſions that the wicked hath 


caſt upon us; and although we have a witneſs in your hearts for us, yet 


to ours ? or would you not think it very hard to be ſo deaſt by? Vn, come 
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| your ſelves in Wickedneſs : As your Fore-fathers did, ſo do you; they 
boaſted and ſaid, They had the Law and the Prophets,and were Abraham's Seed, 
| and had one Father even God , and yet Chriſt told them plainly, They were of 
their father the Devil, and his works they were doing ,, and ſo are you now, who 
are a ſtriving againſt thoſe who worſhip in the Spirit and in the Truth. 

Oh do not ſtrive to limit the Holy Spirit of the Lord, which is but one 
in the Male and in the Female! Were not the Scripture's Teſtimonies 
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to be fulfill d? Oh ! when will you witneſs that Saying fulfill'd, which ſaith 
on this wiſe, 1 will pour forth of my Spirit upon all Fleſh, and my Sons and my 
Daughters bi Propheſie?[ Mark ]Its theSons and Daughters of the Lord, that 
are ſed by his Spirit, and not the Perſecutors, Whilſt I walk'd with you in the 
Broad-way, which leadeth to Deſtruction, you did not perſecute me; but 
when it pleas'd the Lord to turn me from Darkneſs unto Light, and from 
Satans power unto his own ;, then your Enmity began: But when I went 
along with you to your Worſhip, I had what this World could afford of the 
Fatneſs and Fulneſs thereof; but I muſt needs tell you, I had Leanneſs in 
my Soul. Oh ſearch and try whether it be not ſo with you, who have gone 
this many years! For I went with as much Zeal, as any of you; there- 
fore let not your blind Zeal deceive you: Iturn'd not from you through 
Enmity againſt you z but becauſe that dead Worſhip deceiv'd my Soul; for 
when Chriſt Je us, through his Love unto my ſoul, did make known his 
Lightin my heart, which ſhew'd me the narrow Way, which leadeth unto 
Life; then I choſe rather to ſuffer with the People of God, then to enjoy 
1 or all the Pleaſures, or Profits, or Honour, this World can 
afford. 

And all you that think ye are a doing, as you ſhould do, turn unto the 
Light, that you may ſee what you are à doing; and may becomg from per- 
ſecutors to be Sufferers, even as Paul was, through his, obedieſſte unto the 
Light; and he thought when he was in Darkneſs and blind Zeal, that he 
did as he ſhould do: Oh! therefore take you heed, and be no longer de- 
ceiv d, but turn unto Pals Light, before it be too late; for the time 
haſteneth and paſſeth away, and there is nothing elſe that will ſtand you in 
ſtead when time ſhall be no more: O therefore be awakened and ariſe from 
the Dead, that Chriſt Jeſus may be your Light and your Leader, as he was 
David's: For what doth ic profit you to read the Scriptures, or to hear of 
the Promiſes or Mercies of the Lord unto the Children of Light ? This 
will ſtand you in no ſtead, whil'ſt you your ſelves are in Darkneſs, and un- 
der the ſhaddow of Death. Oh do not heap up that unto your ſelves, 
which you have no Right unto ! for you are in the Darkneſs, in the Perſe- 
cuting ſtate, which was, and is alwayes blind : And how dare you in ſuch 
a ſtate to appear before the Lord ? Do you think his all- ſeeing Eye doth not 
behold your Doings ? Yes verily; and his Righteous Judgments aſſuredly 
will find you out; and then all your talking of that you live not in, wil! 
do you ne good. 7 

How often have you and your Teachers been reading and talking of lo- 
ving Enemies, and of walking in the Light, as Chriſt is in the Light, and 


many tuctriike things? and yet are fonnd hating of your ſoul's Friends, 


who are _— you the Truth, and reproving you for Evil; and you are 
ſo far from walking in the Light, that you remain in your Sins, and plead 
for ſodoing until che laſt : Do you think that the Lord will be limitted by 
you until the laſt Hour? 

Oh turn to the Reproofs of his Light in your hearts; which maketh ma- 
nifeſt the evil of your wayes, whil'ſt the Day of God's Love laſteth unto 
| nk that through his precious Judgments your ſouls may come to be re- 

cemed, for its through Judgment that Sin witneſſeth Redemption, and the 
honeſt heart loveth Judgment; and if you will obey the Light, it will lead 
you into judgment; and when you come to witneſs your ſouls redeem d 
thereby, then you will witneſs David's ſtate, who ſaid, O Lord, how I love 


thy Juagments ,, and he delir'd the Lord, to ſend forth his Trath and bis Light, 
to lead him; and it was his Law, and he walk d in it: And if you would 


your mercies are ſtill cruelties towards us. Oh, do not think to hide, do ſo, you would have the Royal Law of Love in your hearts; and then 


your ſelves from the all-ſecing Eye of the Lord! for aſſuredly his righteous 
Judgments wi!l find you out,& then all falſe coverings will be too narrow : 
do you think your law will plead for you then, or them who ſetit forth ex- 
cuſe you? Oh no! then the righteous Law of God which you have violated 
and broken, and diſobeyed now : will then riſe up in judgment and bear 
witneſs againſt you, therefore leave off all your talſe coverings for your 
perſecution , for they are but deceit, and will deceive you, and ſtand you in 
no ſtead, when you come to account for your deeds done in the body. 

And now you of my Neighbours and Country, who reliſt the Spirit of 


che Lord, and follow the Imaginations of your own dark bearts, and boaſt 


| 


you would have Fellowſhip with Jeſus, and feel the Effects of his Blood to 
cleanſe you from all lin on this ſide the Grave, and then you will plead no 
longer to ſtrengthen the Devil's kingdom; for, if you die in your fins, you 
will add _ to his Kingdom; for thoſe that live and die in their fins do 
never inherit the Kingdom of Heaven; for no unclean thing can come 
there, but they are for the Lake that burneth forever. 


Written the 9th 0 


By one that wiſhes well to all Souls, 


Joan Vokins. 


of the 11th Monet l 
1670. 


